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The practice 2f nzt infsiming the public when
a przspssal is first mscsted results in shutting
the dzzr sn participatsry demzscracy. By waiting
until plans are completed before infzsrming the
public, there is already such a great financial
cemmitment that steamralling beccmes imperative.
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Tw2 summers agz, a tyre salesman przomzted a
matarcar race zn the Catalina Circuit and for
twz days the rzar =f high-perfzrmance engines
reverberated thrzughzut Katsomba and Leura. That
impssitizn prampted a meeting sf residents wh2
voiced dissatisfacticn 2on many issues czncerning
the valley and fzcrmed the Friends »f Katzomba
Falls Creek Valley.

A letter was sent tz the council asking it to
refuse any further applicaticns fraom that partic-
ular user z=f the circuit. It was ignzred, as were
all subsequent ccmmunicatizns. It seems that the
cpuncil has a pzlicy.2f disdaining ts reply t2
the Friends.

The Friends are cppassed t: three zf the devel-
cpments przspssed foir the Katzscmba Falls Valley
and are preparing a plan which wzuld retain and
enhance the valley as a public amenity.

We have alsz undertaken, because zf default
by the czuncil, tz secure an envirznmental study
cssting $10,000.

We have succeeded in cbtaining a Heritage
grant f2r half the cocst -- the rest we must raise
Jurselves.

We need yzur suppart cof cur street stalls, csur
garage sales and zur raffles. We invite yzu sz
j2in us in weeding the park.

Help us praotect Katzomba. Get in touch.

Ring Neil Stuart, 82 1347
3r Gexff Yzung, 82 3332
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Oon the 3rd September the Blue Mts. Czuncil made
a decisizn that will have a drastic impact an
Katzsmba. By a vote »f 6 tz 5 they appraved the sale
»f 5.6 hectares of public land within the g:zlf
czurse przperty and for a develsper ts erect 160
dwellings theresn. Mayor Williams swept aside
sbjectizns by ssme aldermen that they had 2nly faur
days tz study the 300-page prapzsal, that there was
nz attempt t2 find the market value 2f the land and
that the price represented 2nly $10,000 per dwelling.

The psssibility. that csuncil electizns in eleven
days' time c2uld praduce a czuncil c=ppssed tz the
develspment did nzt lessen their determinatizsn ts
impase 2n it a ccmmitment frem which it wzuld be
przhibitively expensive t2 disengage.

Other develapments prapzsed fzr Katzcmba Falls
valley are: the caravan paxk, a m2tel-restaurant
czmplex zppzsite the swimming-paz21 (which wauld
cut the green belt in half) and a medical centre
in Cascade Street, the rear zf which, five storeys
plus, wzuld lazm zver Frank Walford Park.

In acceding tz plans fzr the valley, theczuncil
has neglected tz dz what it sh2uld have dzne --
secure an envirznmental suxrvey.

Evidently, 2ur czuncil has been dzminated by
aldermen whz dzn't seem t2 be able t2 say 'nz' t:2
develzpers.
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Fzr same years nzw, the rate 2f develzpment in
the Blue Mzuntains has been three times the
natiznal average. Na2w that Sydney is having diffi-



culty in accommzdating mare peazple, the tzwns
within czmmuting distance sf Sydney are increas-
ingly bearing the brunt of Australia's growing
papulation.

The growth cf such towns is the business of
the devel:zper. They are the ones whs profit; to
them, all development is good development. Their
crganizations and spokesmen try tz cznvince us
that development is the key to prssperity.

The 95% 2f pecple who never see one cent zf
develcpment money may be less euphzsric. The prom-
ise 2f bringing more money ints the area may be
true, but those who profit frzm new entexrprises
may n2t live in the
Msuntains, szme nat
even in Australia.

Mare jobs may be
przvided, but the
influx 2f job-seekers
ensures that unem-
ployment remains.

The czntinual sprawl
ints sur envirans
exrzdes the feeling of -
a small csuntry town
and steadily mzcves us
tawards traffic csnges-
tisn, traffie lights,
parking meters and
parking fines. New
rsads divert mzneys
from the maintenance
2f existing amenities.
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Unfartunately, the
Blue Mzuntains attracts
its share 2f thzse
develzpers whz have a
reckless disregard af
the envirznment and

whz have pr:svaked the emergence cf resident
prstest grcups.

At Echa P2int, the largest building 2n the
edge 2f the escarpment is nearing czsmpleticn.
There are zther plans f:xr even largexr develzp-
ments at the escarpment at Echs Pzint and at
Radiata Plateau.

In the Mzuntains, we shsuld be especially
czncerned with preserving natural features which
are renzswned for their beauty.

Instead zf allzwing new develzpments which
sometimes exclude the public by zsccupying the
mast accessible paints sverlzscking the valley,
there shzuld be a pclicy =f: nc new develcopments
an the escarpment side zf Cliff Drive, n2 exten-
sizsns of existing buildings. It wculd be tz the
czuncil's credit if there were a fund to buy back
the wsrst-cffending eyescres.

Australia's foremost scenic drive deserves
more respect. A century zf restraint may be
undzne in a decade.
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The Lzcal Gsvernment Act requires czuncilils t2
cznduct meetings spenly, but there is a lzszph:le
—— committee meetings need nzt be spen. Thus,
when the czuncil wishes t:s discuss any devel:osp-
ment which may be csnsidered czsntrsversial, they
can switch int: cocmmittee mzde —-- develcspers may
be admitted, but the public excluded, minutes
and all dzcuments relating t:z the meeting are
kept secret.

Subsequently, an ad is placed in the lzccal
paper infzrming the public that plans may be
inspected at the czuncil chambexrs and that they
have twz weeks tz lzdge sbjecticsns. The czuncil
is nst sbliged tz heed such zsbjectizns —— all tos
sften. they heed n:zct.



